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PKEFACE. 



The following Lectures were written solely 
for the benefit of my own congregation at 
St. Marys, Southwark; to whom they were 
delivered during the Advent season of last year. 
To the request that they should be printed, 
urged by many who heard them on that occa- 
sion, I declined Jto accede. Since then, 
however, the remarkable events of the present 
year have apparently awakened more general 
attention to the subjects here treated of. 
Finding a considerably increased interest to 
prevail amongst those connected with my own 
ministry in respect of the advent of our 
Lord, I am induced to place these pages in 
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« 

the pubKsher*s hands; committing them for 
a blessing to Him whose name they were 
intended to glorify, and whose cause, it is my 
humble prayer, they may in some measure 
tend to promote. 

Blackheath, 

December, 1848. 



LECTUfiE I, 

THE KINGDOM OF OUR LOBD JESUS CHBI8T. 



EZEKIEL XXI. 27. 

"i will oveeturn, overturn, overtubn 
it: and it shall be no more until he 
come whose right it is j and i will 
give it him." 

It was the promised office of the Holy Ghost, 
that He should shew to the church of Christ 
" things to come/' It was the object of the 
Divine Kevelation to the beloved disciple to 
make known by him " things which must 
be hereafter/' And in conformity with the 
scriptural example is the teaching of the 
Church of England, which has devoted a 
special season to the contemplation of a suh- 
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ject, the most glorious, animating, and im- 
proving, which can well occupy the hearts 
of men. The Advent of the Son of God is 
gloriotis to contemplate ; for it will not be, as 
when in the infant weakness of humanity He 
once bowed himself and came down to suflfer. 
He will come in majesty and power, and 
" every eye shall see Him." Then will be 
** the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ." It is an 
animating subject, — selected by the Apostle 
to be the comfort of the afficted; — chosen 
by the Lord himself, as being that which 
may best sustain his people in their short- 
lived troubles here ; — " I will see you again, 
and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy 
no man taketh from you." It is a subject 
most highly condmive to the improvement and 
the sanctijication of beUevers ; for what motive 
so tends to keep up a spirit of watchfulness 
as the habitual waiting for the Lord ? or what 
so leads to purity of heart and walk, as 
the knowing that " when He shall appear 
we shall be like Him," and the having this 
hope, the hope of our hves ? But not only to 
the true Christian, — to the world, — the un- 
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godly, careless, busy world around us, is the 
consideration fraught with advantage. For 
to them it comes, not in the form of hope, 
but of judgment. It reveals a day of wrath 
to the sinner. It sounds-before that trumpet- 
note of no uncertain sound, " Prepare to meet 
thy God." It sends both saints and sinners 
to their knees ; the one to seek for grace and 
strength; the other to ask for mercy and 
salvation. And indeed the season itself is 
well chosen. For while, in one sense, as 
the beginning of a spiritual year it open» 0$^ 
the prospect of a Ufe begun anew to God^ 
it reminds all of the near termination of the 
natural year. And as the days and hours 
now become numbered, and the end ap- 
proaches with certain advance, how solemnly 
does it tell, that with the coming of Jesus 
"the end of all things is at hand. Be ye 
therefore sober, and watch unto prayer." 

I- In directing our minds accordingly to 
this event and its accompaniments, the first 
thing will be to endeavour to have a clear 
sense of the great fact^ — the wonderful truth 
of the coming and glorious rule of Jesus 
Christ, as of a reality soon to take place. 
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It is an event early announced, and frequent- 
ly predic^ied in the Scriptures of God. And 
truly they read their Bibles with no small 
deficiency of interest and benefit, who do not 
discern in many of the leading historical, 
typical, and parabolic narratives, the signs 
and tokens of the future "day of Christ;" 
and more especially those of the children 
of Israel. You have often been reminded 
that the Jews were a typical people; — that 
their whole history, while Uterally true in the 
occurrence of each event, was designed to 
figure forth, as if in an abiding and Uving en- 
tablature, the glorious Theocracy of God : — 
when the Kedeemer shall be the world s Ruler ; 
and He who, to prepare us to take blessed 
part in that great consummation, was once 
crucified in weakness, shall be highly exalted, 
" King of the whole earth." 

We know, — it is no reach of fancy or 
speculation,— we are told, that the original 
purpose of Creation was, that a platform 
should be therein presented for the glory 
of the God-man, the Lord Christ. "All 
things were created" not only by him, but 
" for him." " For thy pleasure they are. 
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and were created." And so we are told 
that it was the eternal purpose, " before the 
foundation of the world/*—" that in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times He might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on 
earth, even in him.'* It is no carnal idea 
to regard this earth as a fair scene for its 
Creator s glory; for who shall charge imper- 
fection on that which He pronounced very 
good ? And when, in the day of " restitution 
of all things," — sin and all its evil consequents 
shall be rooted out, which now mar and 
disfigure His work, shall not a redeemed 
world be fitted for its Kedeemer s praise ? 

We know, also, how the Creator^s work 
was spoiled: — ^how the Tempter came; and 
man became a rebel against his God, and 
in that rebelUon persists to this day, — save 
as grace subdues the enmity, and kindles 
anew the love of a Saviour. Infinite Wisdom 
permitted the breach, and suffered the Evil 
One to usurp the dominion and exhibit his 
power over the beings he had seduced. But 
Jehovah only hid himself, as it were, for a 
season. Meanwhile He wrote imperfectiotL 
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on every work and labour of man; and in 
the sentence of death which He pronounced 
upon mans existence in rebeUion, He left 
the token of the instability of Satan's rule, 
and the pledge and assurance of His own 
future assumption of power. Moreover, to 
the claim of the Son of God as Creator, 
He has yet added another, and still more 
glorious claim, namely, that of Redeemer. 
His exaltation were not complete in the 
overthrow of the Wicked One, unless He 
could spoil his goods, and take from hun 
those in whose subjection he had trusted. 
And so Jesus took their form, and bare 
their sin, and died their death. And now 
He calls them His own, — the purchase of 
His blood. He pleads for them. He watches 
over them. He sends his Holy Spirit to 
sanctify and seal them. And in the day 
of " the redemption of the purchased posses- 
sion" He will raise them up, and bring 
them with Him to be the assessors of His 
righteousness, — the witnesses of His glory, — 
the joint heirs of His eternal inheritance. 

Now this is the truth that I would have 
you continually realize, — ^that in regarding all 
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that meets your eyes, — the dominion, and the 
glory, and the greatness, you recognize these 
two things, — that "the right'* is Christ's, and 
that the day is coming when God the Father 
" will give it Him/* How significantly was 
this foreshewn in the striking occurrence 
which the Gospel for this day, (Matt. xxi. 1,) 
has presented to our remembrance; — ^when 
the word of the prophet Zechariah had a yet 
fuller developement ; — " Kejoice greatly, 
daughter of Zion; shout, daughter of Jeru- 
salem; — behold thy King cometh unto thee," — 
the Just One and the Saviour, — not indeed as 
He shall yet come, — but "lowly and riding 
upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an 
ass." . 

It was wonderful how that city and its 
inhabitants, which in four days after were 
about to follow the Suflferer with blasphemy 
and bitter contempt, and in word and in deed 
to " crucify Him ;'* — ^how, I say, the purpose 
of God bent their minds for the moment to 
take part in the prophetic pageant ; — and the 
whole city was moved ; — and the multitudes 
humbled themselves at His feet; the beast 
lowered his neck; and the tree bowed iia. 
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leaf; and the very stones seemed ready to 
join in the glad chorus, " Hosanna to the 
Son of David. Blessed is He that cometh in 
the name of the Lord." 

But a more general and intelligible expres- 
sion of the coming dominion of the Messiah 
had been given in the sudden elevation of 
a poor shepherd in a small and comparatively 
obscure nation, to an extreme of greatness 
and glory to which the world s history has 
afforded no parallel. And if the struggles of 
David until his throne was confirmed in his 
successor, was significant of the trials and 
miUtant condition of Jesus and his people 
on their way to the kingdom ; — the reign of 
Solomon was one of typical perfection. Like 
as report to the queen of Sheba, it tells 
not of the half: but the ghmpse we have 
therein is beautiful. Wisdom, power, wealth, 
peace, righteousness — all flourished. Read 
the 72nd Psalm. Regarded with measure 
and in degree, you have in it the unaccount- 
able glory of a sovereign, who, in one short 
reign, extended his government fi:om sea to 
sea, even " to the ends of the earth." But 
jdewed in the light of spiritual revelation, \% 
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points to One, whose " name shall endure for 
ever ;" — whose " name shall be continued as 
long as the sun/' and whom "all nations shall 
call blessed." It is the kingdom of Messiah 
Jesus that is therein foreshewn : "the God of 
the whole earth shall He be called." 

Oh, that will be a happy and a glorious 
time, when the curse shall be removed, and 
the blessing of the Lord shall again descend 
upon a regenerated earth : when none shall 
hurt or harm : when the gladness of universal 
creation shall only be exceeded by the blessed- 
ness of the risen saints, who shall " see His 
face, and His name shall be on their foreheads." 
Surely this hope may well solace them amid 
every present earthly discomfort. Here, on 
all sides, they may have to contend with evil, 
and struggle amidst a world all-going-wrong 
in sin and repeated disappointment. But this 
promise of tiie text may be the hght that 
cheers their darkness, — " He shall come, 
whose right it is, and I will give it Him." 

n. There is another important considera- 
tion brought forward in the earher part of this 
scripture which must now be noticed : — " I 
wiU overturn, overturn, overturn it; and vL 
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shall be no more/* — or, it shall not bCy of 
abidCy — " until He come/' &c. Since the hour 
of Satan's first insinuating approach to our 
parent Adam, he has ever whispered to man 
the tempting word, which he tried in vain 
with Jesus. Shewing him the world and its 
glories he has said, " All this will I give 
thee." And thus it has been the incessant 
aim of human ambition to exalt dominion, 
and to estabHsh power. Kingdom after 
kingdom has put forth its strength, — ^has 
striven to wield the sceptre of God, — and 
fallen. It was so, (such is man's weakness 
and perversion,) in the case of that very peo- 
ple, who had been taught to own and feel the 
benefit of Jehovah's government. They shook 
off His easy yoke. They preferred the ways 
of other nations ; and their kings forsook the 
Lord, to reign by their own might, and to de- 
fend themselves by their own arms, or their 
own pohcies. And miserable poUcy it was. 
The successors of Solomon despised every 
warning that God gave them. His prophets 
they slew. His word they renounced. They 
flew to other kings beside Him for aUiance. 
They made treaties, and they took oaths. 
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Indeed the oath which the last king, Zede- 
kiah, sware, pledging himself to the king of 
Babylon in the name of the true God, and 
which oath he brake, — (thus contemning the 
Lord before the heathen,) — ^this was the cli- 
max of Jewish perverseness. The prophet 
Ezekiel is sent with the sentence of the most 
High. First in chapter xvii. 16 — 18. ^^As 
I Uve, saith the Lord God, surely in the place 
where the king dwelleth that made him king, 
whose oath he despised, and whose covenant 
he brake, — ^he shall die. — Seeing he hath 
despised the oath by breaking the covenant, 
when lo, he had given his hand — ^he shall 
not escape.*' And again, in the chapter before 
us, the same prophet rebukes the vain endea- 
vour to reestabhsh his independence, and ad- 
dresses the wretched king, " And thou profane, 
wicked prince of Israel, whose day is come, 
when iniquity shall have an end. Thus saith the 
Lord God, Remove the diadem and take oflf 
the crown. It shall not be.*' — ^As if he would 
say, " Useless are all such attempts to hold up 
what God hath forsaken. You may try to 
renew your strength, and restore your king- 
dom : but I will continue to * overturn, over- 
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turn, overturn it, imtil He come, whose right 
it is ; and I will give it Him.* " 

It is possible that the repetition of the 
word " overturn," may point to a threefold 
discomfiture of Jewish dynasties, — then in 
the captivity of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar ; — 
afterwards in the early gospel days, when 
Jerusalem was destroyed by the Komans ; — 
and, it may be, to some yet to be aeeom- 
plished defeat of purpose in the day of 
Israels return to their own land. Or in 
general, it may be taken as the continued 
resolve of the Almighty to persevere in dis- 
appointing all Judah's hopes of greatness 
and power until the coming and dominion of 
her only rightful King. 

But, in truth, the sentence must not be 
restricted to the Jew. Like other passages 
of Scripture, it applies to every nation and 
people who rely on their own wisdom and 
strength ; — who follow their own devices, and 
seek their own glory. For what has been 
the story of human pride and passions, but 
of once populous lands Kke Syria, becoming 
waste; — and splendid cities like Palmyra, 
becoming ruins; or like Great Babylon, 
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now described as " heaps and pools of water ?'^ 
Men's endeavours, with ceaseless labour and 
Texation of spirit, have been, from BabePs 
days until no^, to build their towering strength 
to heaven and get them a name : while still 
of every such attempt it has been written, " I 
will overturn it/' The several dynasties of 
the world's Great and Mighty shew but the 
flux and reflux of the tide of power, — the 
varying schemes of men's wisdom and wick- 
edness, — " exalt him that is low, and abase him 
that is high." One while we see the mighty 
fallen, as in the case of powerful Rome ; then 
the Httle one becomes a thousand, as in our 
own boasted instance. For a while, — as long 
as righteousness prevails, and the fear of God 
is in the ascendant, — the earthly monarch 
shews out the divine authority; and God 
makes him prosper. But when that principle 
decays, and iniquity prevails ; — ^when the love 
of many grows cold, and habits and maxims 
are admitted substituting human rights, — so 
often God speaks and acts, " I will overturn 
it It shall not be ; till He come." 

How slow are we to perceive that the history 
of our world at this present day is but a part 
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and continuance of the long-told history of 
bygone years! What warrant have we of 
exemption from the Divine treatment which 
others have experienced before ^us, who have 
thrown oflF God? And shall we be de- 
livered? We may parade our forces; — 
we may boast of our constitution ; — we may 
exert our growing powers of intellect and 
knowledge; but once that " Ichabod" is written 
on it, and the glory of God is departed from 
the land, there is no continuance to be looked 
for. We may go on to speculate, and to 
devise great expectations ; — kingdoms may 
be confirmed; — ^wealth may be amassed; — 
families may be ennobled ; — schemes may be 
accompHshed; — the son may step into, the 
father s place ; — one after another may renew 
the fruitless labour. — ^What saith the Lord ? 
" I will overturn, overturn, overturn it, — till 
He come," &c. 

. III. But we should take but a partial view 
of this passage, and of the subject it opens, 
were we to neglect the spiritual lesson it is 
designed hkewise to enforce. He that would 
have comfort in anticipating the reign of 
Christ in His coming glory, must see that 
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Christ have akeady the unrestricted dominion 
of his own heart. How shall we speak with 
satisfaction of His universal sway, if we do not 
endeavour to set his Word before ourselves j and 
conform to its holy precepts ? If the presence 
of Jesus in Spirit with our spirit be not known 
and enjoyed, what sense can we entertain of 
the advantage of His personal coming ? And 
how can we say that we love His appear- 
ing, if we keep back our hearts from Him 
now ? It is true that we are but individuals, 
isolated amid the large extent of the world's 
enmity to Christ ; but to each of us is com- 
mitted some charge to keep; and to every 
one of us He says, "Occupy till I come.'' 
In fact, w e are severally in possession of that 
which is most precious in His sight. He 
leaves the great mass of mankind in their 
pursuits of vanity; but to the child of his own 
grace He speaks, " My son, give me thine 
heart.*' Oh, who is faithful here ? Who has 
reserved, — ^who seeks to reserve his heart for 
the Lord ? Who watches over the current of 
his own passions and aflfections mth a holy 
and godly jealousy, lest other lords beside 
Him should have dominion over him ? — ^lest 
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some idol have admittance there? It is 
natural for man to give himself to earthly 
schemes, and hopes of enjoyment. To the 
young especially, happiness is almost inva- 
riably associated with imaginings of temporal 
good. With some, it is twined in the bonds 
of friendship and aflfection. With others, it 
reaches forward to intellectual attainments. 
Scenes of pleasure, pride, or power, figure 
before the mind. Wealth spreads its gaudy 
wares; and ambition, and fame, draws each 
its captives. But who has found the happi- 
ness he sought for, — happiness unalloyed, 
substantial, and abiding ? — ^none. The heart 
will roam until it find some object upon which 
to rest. And there are objects allowable and 
qualified in some measure to gratify and 
soothe y — (we should otherwise be unsuited for 
our earthly duties here.) But of every crea- 
ture dependence on which the heart leans 
God says, " I will overturn it." And God 
speaks this in mercy. Till the heart rest in 
Christ it finds not its right ovmer. There 
is a tendency in all our occupations and de- 
lights to draw our hearts fi:om Him. His 
gifts, when sanctified, may be the means 
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of establishing our faith, and of proving and 
improving our several graces ; but this is not 
to be the Christian's rest. Verily, he shall yet 
have the happiness he seeks ; nor will his joy 
be lessened in that day by the absence or loss 
of aught with which he had been wont to 
enjoy a oneness in the faith of Jesus. But 
until then he is not at home : he must practise 
self-denial : he must be exercised in patience : 
he must learn the lessons of disappointment 
in the school of affiction. Of every fond 
dream of earthly dehght and satisfaction, 
which stops short of Jesus, the Lord says, 
" I will overturn it." The heart shall have no 
resting place " till He come, whose right it is." 
My brethren, the wisdom of the worldling 
should be, to be prepared against the coming 
of the Lord. The true happiness of every 
child of God, will consist in Uving Upon the 
same " blessed hope.'* In proportion as our 
faith realizes the great advent of the Son of 
God, so shall we habitually cultivate a spirit 
of readiness, — a weanedness from worldly 
entanglements, — a rising above earthly cares, 
— a cleaving to the cross and righteousness 
of the Saviour, as our title to acce;^\axi^^ '^x^ 

c 



18 THE KINGDOM OF OUR LOUD. 

that day. And while the axe is laid at the 
root of every other prospect, what a comfort 
to be assured that this promise nothing can 
" overturn" On the contrary, to every sincere 
believer, who " waits for the coming" of his 
Lord, the word of God is, not of overturning^ 
but of " stablishing his heart" and " confirming 
him to the end" and ^^ preserving him blameless" 
unto that day. 

May the Lord direct all our hearts " into 
the love of God, and into the patient waiting 
for Christ.'* 



LEO TORE IT, 

THE COMING OF JESUS CHRIST, AND THE 
FIEST RESUBRECTION 



ACTS I. 11. 

" This same Jesus, which is taken up feom 

YOU INTO heaven, SHALL SO COME IN LIKE 
MANNER AS YE HAVE SEEN HIM GO INTO 
HEAVEN." 

One would naturally suppose that a subject 
like the glorious advent of Messiah, so anima- 
ting to a Christian's hope, — so comforting to 
the heart in trouble, — and withal so glorious 
in itself, required Httle or no apology on the 
part of a minister of Christ, in taking jfre- 
quent opportunities of preaching it to his 
congregation. What was assumed by the 
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Lord himself and his apostles as an mdispen- 
sable in their teaching, might surely suggest 
an allowed topic for ours. Nevertheless, 
whether from a fear of opening a way for 
novelty in speculation; or, as we rather 
believe, from a want of due apprehension of 
the reality of the personal promises regarding 
Christ and his ever-living Church, there 
seems to be a sort of uncertainty of feeling 
on the subject, as though the doctrine were 
to be received with caution. Now to such 
a notion as this, I cannot by any means 
assent. The advent of the Lord has, for the 
greater part of my Hfe, been so associated 
in my own mind with the perfection of all 
that is desirable, and its accompanying cir- 
cumstances and promises have appeared to 
me to be so wound up among all the other 
leading doctrines of both Old and New Tes- 
tament Scripture, that I feel it were a dan- 
gerous suppression of truth, and an endea- 
vour in my teaching to be wiser than God, 
did I neglect to direct your minds to this 
commg fact, especially during the season set 
forth by our Church for its due consideration 
and improvement. It is important to bear 
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in memory, that the i)ery first word of inspira* 
tion, — the first revelation which God sent to 
man after the removal and ascension of Jesus, 
was the message commissioned by two angels — 
(so that the testimony of two witnesses might 
conj&rm it true,) — contained in the passage of 
the text, " Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven ? this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen him 
go into heaven/' Wonderful as the circum- 
stance was, we may conceive its taking place 
before our eyes, as though it were an event of 
to day. We behold the Divine Man, — Him 
whom we had heard, and followed, and loved, 
and whom we had seen slain, — clothed in 
life again, — conversing in the midst of us. 
Our eyes rest upon his person. His last 
words have not ceased to vibrate upon the 
ear, — ^when we perceive him beginning to rise 
from the ground and to ascend into the air. 
We " stedfastly " regard him : It is He him- 
self. We see the lineaments of his well known 
countenance. We msfrk in his hands the 
wounds which He endured. We cease not to 
look, and to behold the Man, till a cloud enfold 
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him, and receive him up to glory. As owt 
eyes turn again to earth, — ^we discern two, in 
human form, and heavenly raiment, who 
break the silence which obtained ; and speaJk 
in words so plain, — so evidently inteUigible 
that all may hear and understand, — "Why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven?" As though 
they would remind us of the danger of losing 
the fact in the my$tery ; and would riBcal us 
from the imaginative contemplation of unsub- 
stantial and visionary notions of heavenly 
things, to the real and impressive fact which 
we can experimentally appreciate, — that as 
He went from earth, — so will He come to 
earth again ; — that as we saw Him among w 
— so shall we see Him among us again. 

My purpose is to lay before you, some of 
the occurrences which we have scriptural 
authority for believing shall yet take place in 
connection with this great event As to the 
exact order of events, — ^that is a matter upon 
which each enquirer of God's word may form 
his own conclusion. I shall endeavour to 
state what appears to ine most in accordance 
with the revealed intentions of God ; in the 
earnest hope and prayer that God may 
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impress his own truth, and accredit his own 
instruction to every heart. 

I. The first point, on which I would remark, 
is that which we may call the individuality of 
Him, who is here spoken of. It is essential 
that we have a clear and definite idea of the 
person, — yea, the bodily existence of Jesus, 
who is to come. The Almighty knows that 
we require to have somewhat that will reach 
to our sensible perceptions, even in what 
relates to Himself. Hence He has willed to 
manifest Himself to us in the tangible form 
of human flesh. Nor was this destroyed by 
the death of Jesus. The body, which He had, 
saw no corruption. He took it again. 
" Handle me and see, for a spirit hath not 
flesh and bones, as ye see me have." And 
this identity of body He still preserves. As 
man^ He occupies his place with the Father ; 
as man^ He Uveth and intercedeth for his 
kindred men whom he has left on earth : — as 
man He will come again in his glory. Let us 
not lose sight of this fact. Mark how the 
angel messengers declare it. They not only 
call him " Jesus," — ^that is, by his mans nam£, 
in speaking of his return, — ^but they a.djl^ 
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" this^ same Jesus," — just as you have seen 
Him, — -just as you have known him; — the 
identical individual Jesus. So also Peter in 
Acts ii. 36: "Let all the house of Israel 
know assuredly, that God hath made that 
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified both 
Lord and Christ." Now I would make much 
of this point. We are apt to subtilize our 
ideas into such fineness and vagueness in 
respect of divine truths, that we are soon lost 
in the abstraction, and retain but Uttle im- 
pression of them. Hence we turn to the 
world, and take up with that which it presents 
as the only tangible reality ; and reUgion, z. e., 
our relation to God, retains only the place of 
a sentiment. Nothing will go so far to correct 
this as dwelling upon the person of Jestis. 
Not to speak of the comfort it gives in the pre- 
sent consciousness of His sympathy and con- 
cern in us ; with what material influence does 
it affect us in the view of his second coming. 
To be able to recognize his identity, in the 
day He comes to judge the world, will be one 
of the most blessed privileges of every true 
believer : while to see Him " whom they have 
jyiercedy' will add unspeakably to the shame 
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and confusion of all ungodly souls. The 
reflection of the sameness of Jesus, as when 
He went on high, gives a distinctness of cha- 
racter to the expectation with which we shall 
look forward to, and hold ourselves in readi- 
ness for " his appearing." 

II. The next subject we are called to notice 
is, the nature of the coming which the text 
reveals. It has long been a favourite theory 
to resolve all such predictions into the dehver- 
ances which the Lord will effect for his people 
on certain occasions of trouble ; — or, on the 
other hand, the visitations wherewith He 
from time to time exhibits his power in 
providential judgments. And so, according 
to some, the destruction of Jerusalem was 
the coming of Jesus. But surely it will be 
enough, for the disproof of such a system of 
interpretation, to observe, that the advent of 
Jesus is ever styled the hope — ^the desire — the 
comfort of Christians ; — and so indicates feel- 
ings which could not possibly be entertained 
in respect of such desolating calamities as 
that we have now mentioned. But the term 
used in the text sets this at rest. It is 
declared not only that the manner of his 
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advent will be like his ascension ; but it also 
adds the short but expressive word — " so.*' 
He will " so come," and, " in like manner 
as ye have seen him go into heaven." The 
word " 50 ^* has here much force. In the 
original it is the repetition, in an adverbial 
form, of the former expression, — ^this same 
Jesus. It marks a similarity of nature in 
the coming^ to that of the going away of 
the Lord. As the one was personal, so 
must the other be taken to be personal. As 
the one signified departure, so the other signi- 
fies return. As the one denoted removal in 
order to an entrance into heaven, so the other 
conveys the idea of a subsequent departure 
out of heaven in order to resume his place in 
relation to earth. And the same form of 
expression is used by Christ himself in refer- 
ence to this event; as when He said to his 
disciples, "If I go, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself." However concom- 
itant circumstances may differ, the relative 
nature of removal and return will be alike. 
It is that which is presented in the appro- 
priate parable of our Lord — " A certain noble- 
man went into a far country to receive for 
himself a kingdom, — and to return." 
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III. But there is another particular which 
must not be omitted in relation to the ideas 
of ^^ going'* and ^^ coming ^ They infer the 
position of those from whom He departs, and 
to whom He returns. The expression imphes, 
as numerous other parts of Scripture declare, 
that there shall be a waiting Church on earth, 
—-represented by this httle band of early 
Christians, who shall be permitted to distin- 
guish the re-opening of the cloud, and the 
glorious revelation of Him whom it had hidden 
from mortal sight. Therefore the angehc 
message J&Ued them with deUght. The same 
Evangelist, St. Luke, tells us — that they 
^* returned to Jerusalem with great joy." They 
realized the gracious announcement. And 
this they did with a distinctness of appropria- 
tion to themselves. It is true, — but as yet they 
knew not, — time was to grow old, and years 
pass away before the predicted return should 
be fiilfiUed. Those saints that witnessed his 
ascension, were to be unclothed in death, and 
to sleep in the dust of the earth. But in the 
best sense they^ too, shall have their place in 
the day of the Lord. " All his saints will 
come with him.'* And as He will preserve 
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his identity, so shall they. The same bodies, 
but " changed and fashioned Uke unto his 
glorious body, according to the working 
whereby He is able even to subdue all things 
unto himself." How beautifiilly was this ex- 
pressed by a holy man of God — nearly as long 
before Christ's ascension as we now live after 
it, — " I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth: And though, after my skin, worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 
God : Whom I shall see for myself, and mine 
eyes shall behold, and iiot another." 

But we should lose a most solemn and 
powerful lesson for the world at large, if we 
were to confine to the people of God the 
coming of Jesus, and its results. Though 
received by but few ; — though his own fellow- 
men rejected and crucified him, — He had yet 
come to " his own," He had been con- 
versant among them, — ^reproving and exhort- 
ing them. He had suflfered at their hands. 
In his ascension. He went from their power ; 
— He left this world of sinners. To them^ 
therefore, He shall again come, — to " make 
his foes his footstool." " Every eye shall then 
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$ee Him." The infidel shall see Him : — the 
Sabbath-breaker shall see Him : the profligate 
shall see Him: — the pleasure-hunter shall 
see Him ; — " and all kindreds of the earth," 
— ^aU who have not been separated unto the 
adoption in Him to a heavenly kindred, — 
" shall wail because of Him ;" — because of Him I 
As the presence of the good and pious is 
irksome to them nowy so shall his presence 
be then — ^with intensity a thousand-fold. It 
is his judgment that will be intolerable. No 
wrath so grievous as " the wrath of the 
Lamb ! " 

IV. Yet though the coming of Jesus will 
thus have respect to both the godly and the 
ungodly, — ^it does not follow that the actual 
event should be immediately distinguished by 
both aUke. The time of the advent is one of 
those things which the Lord has been pleased 
to confine to himself. There was not one 
word to give his disciples an idea otherwise, 
than that it was soon to be looked for. And 
if his Apostle Paul afterward taught that 
some delay was to take place, — he gave no 
reason to conclude that generations were to 
pass previously away. To the world, — the 
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unthinking, busy, ungodly world, the coming 
of Jesus should be sudden; — as a thief, in 
the night; so that while men should say, 
"Peace and safety, then sudden destruction 
should come upon them," from which there 
was to be " no escape." " As a snare " that 
day "was to come upon all them that dwell 
upon the earth/' To them consequently it 
was to come " without observation.** To the 
true Church it was to be with expectation : 
i. e. there was to be a habit of watching and 
of preparedness ; — a looking, and longing for, 
and hasting unto it. The prayer, " thy king- 
dom come;" — the heartfelt petition, "come 
quickly," was to be the language of their 
hearts. They were to be sitting loose to 
earthly entanglements ; — temperate , — with 
loins girded and Ughts burning, — even as men 
that await their Masters return. And all 
this was to be " so much the more" as they 
should see the day approaching. For they 
should be permitted to discern the scriptural 
features and signs of the times : and though 
still in comparative uncertainty of the mo- 
ment, — He should be ever present to their 
thoughts, as " even at the doors." Now, if 
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we say that this is the posture in which as 
behevers we should be at this moment, — do 
we advance an untenable position? Is it 
unscriptural ? Nay, is it not the very spirit of 
our Lord's own injunctions, — ^increased by the 
experience of eighteen hundred years, and 
forced upon us by the aspect of all we see 
around us ? 

But there is an objection which outweighs 
the seeming probabihty, and involves many 
pious persons in present unconcern as to the 
speedy approach of the Lord. They recal the 
several predictions of events yet to be accom- 
pHshed by the world in its ungodliness. They 
see the Jew still a wanderer, — still unrestored 
to his own land. They see not yet, in its full 
developement of evil, the great Apostacy ; — 
the confederacy of unbelief and dark super- 
stition against the name of Truth. How then, 
they ask, can Jesus come? Can He set up 
his reign of righteousness until all these 
things be accompUshed? Now, brethren, if 
it were necessary to beUeve this, we should 
have, I grant, an obstacle most fatal to that 
spirit of watchfiilness which God s word so 
enjoins. But it is not required to beUeve 
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that the people of God should have to await 
these previous events. Let nothing take pre- 
cedence in your minds of the coming of Jesus. 
Let it he even as at this moment. It may he so. 
But how shall we resolve the difficulty? 
Even thus. There is an order in the arrange- 
ments of heaven, as to the appearing and 
coming of the Son of Man, Every part has 
its own time. Attend, brethren, while I 
endeavour to point this order out. 

V. The trumpet shall sound ! No fanciful 
expression ; — that sound as of a trumpet, long 
and loud, which shall convey the voice of God 
to mouldering dust, and call the dead from 
their graves. This shall be heard, — by the 
sleeping children of God ; — sleeping in Jesus. 
And here let me say, I know no authority in 
Scripture for connecting this Trumpet-sound 
at Christ's coming with the ungodly world of 
men. I know it is commonly so received; 
and is used to heighten the picture of terror 
and dismay. But its purpose is distinctly 
stated by our Lord, (Matt. xxiv. 31.) i. e. 
for the " gathering together his elect from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to 
the other." St. Paul in 1 Cor. xv. 52. ap- 
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plies it only to that of which he is treating, — 
the resurrection of "them that are Christ's, 
at his coming/' And again in 1 Thess. iv. 16, 
wherein he altogether conj&nes it to "the 
dead in Christ." — Besides these, I do hot 
know a passage in the New Testament in 
which the trumpet is used in connection with 
Christ's coming. The figurative use of th^ 
symbol in the book of Revelation, is quit^ 
another thing. What then do we conclude ? — 
that at this sound the Dead in Christ shall 
rise first : and the Godmsm Jesus will bring 
them with Him at His coming. Even now 
that summons may have gone forth^ Then, 
straightway f in a moment, — in the twinklii^g 
of an eye,— i(?^, his believing people, who 
remain alive to that moment, shall be 
changed ; — oh, how changed ! — shall be called 
away fi:om the occupation of the instant; 
from our sorrows and our cares; jfrom the 
company in which we are engaged; from 
the midst, it may be, of the ungodly portion 
of our families; — ^" the one shall be taken 
and the other left." No sooner do we behold 
that dark cloud burst, — and He whom we 
have only known by faith, shall be seen a$ 

D 
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when He wenty than we shall be caught up to 
meet Him in the air ; — this corruptible shall 
put on incorruption ; — this poor distracted 
body of sin shall put on its beautiful garments 
of Hght and glory ; — ^no longer chained down 
to earth, it shall tread on air ; — ^no longer in 
fellowship with mortaUty, it shall join the 
blessed company of the saints made perfect ; 
and be for ever with its Lord. This is the 
first resurrection,— a^ the coming of the Lord. 
*' Blessed and holy is he that hath part in 
it/* " On such the second death hath no 
power, but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ ;" — to do perpetual service of praise to 
Him who " redeemed them by his blood out 
of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation;" and "they shall reign with him/* 
in his kingdom over the earth. Verily it will be 
a glorious change ! 

But what of them who shall be left ? They 
who heeded not the Lord in his ascent, shall 
be blind to the ascension of the blessed 
children of God. The world will take no 
note. The wonder, if observed, will soon cease 
to be regarded. The world is fast learning 
to do without Christianity. Men will return 
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to their customary employments, if indeed 
they shall have ever left them. The farm, 
and the merchandize, and the counting-house ; 
the agitations of poUtics, the subtleties of 
law, and the excitements of dissipation and 
frivohty, — these, and a variety of other things, 
will continue to absorb, as they have absorbed. 
And there will be none to control or advise 
to better things ; — for the salt of the earth 
will be gone ; — ^the light of the world will be 
clean put out. Iniquity, we may believe, 
will advance with giant strides, and every- 
where abound. Then those remaining events 
shall occur as predicted. The Jew shall 
return to his own land in unbelief, and there 
be again a mark for the world's hostility. 
The Romish Antichrist shall come in remem- 
brance for his final doom. Transgression will 
have come to the full, and apostate Christen- 
dom, — the spurious vine of the earth, shall be 
cast into "the great winepress of the wrath 
of God." Then shall be the manifestation of 
the Lord, as supreme in His dominion, — coming 
to execute judgment on the ungodly. All 
his saints shall then be with Him. 

I have thus desired* to shew how that 
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objection which I have noticed may be re- 
moved ; and this great truth of Jesus s speedy 
coming — at any moment, however near^ — ^be 
admitted to exercise its full influence upon 
each watchful and waiting beUever. Mark 
me, brethren, I do not insist on this order of 
events. Some of these occurrences may 
possibly be in advance of Christ's coming. 
But I know nothing in Scripture to gainsay 
this view. On the contrary, there is much to 
enforce it. It is only the considering the 
return of Jesus to his true followers, and 
his gathering together to Himself those who 
have made the covenant with Him by faith in 
his sacrifice, in order that they may be hid 
in His presence in the day of his anger 
^.gainst the world ; — ^it is only the regarding 
this as possibly anticipating and preceding, 
by a short interval of time, the more public 
exhibition of his coming and kingdom over 
all the earth. This I repeat, — that the daily 
and hourly expectation of His revelation is 
calculated to have a most wholesome influence 
upon the mind ; — an influence far beyond that 
which the certainty of death usually produces. 
The young, the hale, the stout-hearted, put 
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death from them. Practically it affects us 
not with fear, till sickness or danger appear. 
And too often as the cloud passes away, the 
influence of the fear of death goes too. But 
the coming of Christ rests upon no such 
sensible affections. It is wholly independent 
of all we see around. It is an object for 
faith; and the believer lays it to heart. 
His constant enquiry may well be — Am I 
ready ? 

Are you ready, my brethren ?—*waiting . 
in readiness? Let the enquiry send every 
one to his own heart. There some may learn 
to question their reUgious profession, and to 
view their ground of hope and confidence 
with feehngs other than satisfaction. But be 
assured, there must be something practically 
wrong in the condition of that soul which is 
not in readiness for the Saviour's immediate 
return. 

It was in order to prepare and make us 
readyj that He came Himself in humiliation 
to make an offering for us, — the just for the 
unjust, that the sinner may be accepted of 
God. There, in His cross, He wrought the 
work of salvation. Thence He carries on a 
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work of grace in the heart ; sanctifying those 
whom He had thus justified, — and making 
them "meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
of the saints in Ught." 

Yes, verily; — it is as the solemnities of 
Christ's coming are admitted to their fall 
influence, that the soul will estimate the 
essential value of that preparatory work which 
the Saviour has perfected for its complete 
pardon and acceptance. None knows better 
than he, who habitually looks for his Lord, 
how utterly unfitted he is by nature and 
practice for such a stupendous event. But 
this spiritual perception of his own insuffici* 
ency is accompanied by faith, which causes 
him to fall back with renewed confidence 
upon the one atoning sacrifice of his Re- 
deemer. To that one refuge his eyes will 
turn, as ever the Rising Sun of Righteousness 
sends his beams before, and wakens up with 
his hght the dark and lurking evils of the 
heart. He realizes anew the sufficiency of 
Christ, whose " blood cleanseth from all sin/* 
This is his preparedness. 

Or if again it occur to him, — that it is one 
thing to be freed fi:om the charge of sin, 
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while it is another thing to be regarded with 
favour ; — ^if, while he remembers his past 
unprofitableness, and considers how many 
good and pious servants of the Lord have 
been laborious and self-denying, and seem- 
ingly able to present superior claims, he feel 
as though amidst the thousands of God's 
saints there can be but Uttle acceptance for 
such as he ; yet will this very reflection urge 
his spiritually-instructed soul to draw more 
unreservedly upon the fulness of his Lord, 
and to clothe himself in the righteousness of 
Jesus, — the soul s best and only true wedding 
garment This will be his preparation. And 
this he will declare. He will desire to testify 
that He has met Christ already, — at the foot 
of His cross : and that there, where his bur- 
dened soul first found reUef, he had been 
crucified unto the world, and taught in self- 
denial to renounce all its promises, and to 
choose with his Lord a heavenly and eternal 
portion. He will dwell with deUghtfiil and 
increasing anticipations upon the glory about 
to be revealed : and this again will induce 
more fi:'equent intercourse and closer commu- 
nion with Jesus in spiritual returemetiLtu "Sa 
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will seek to know Him more personally,-- 
more experimentally ; and by steadily remov- 
ing every besetting evil, and cultivating a 
livelier habit of watchfulness and prayer, he 
will make preparation in himself, — and by 
consequence in his Christian influence upon 
others,—- for that which is, and ought at all 
times to be, the blessed and transcendent 
hope of all the faithful Church of Christ, — 
the being " presented faultless before the 
throve of bis glory with exceeding joy/* 



LECTUKE III. 



THE GENEBAL BESUBBECTION, AND UST 

JUDGMENT. 

REV. XX. 12—15. 

**AnD I SAW THE DEAD, SMALL AND GREAT, 
STAND BEFORE GoD ; AND THE BOOKS WERE 
OPENED : AND ANOTHER BOOK WAS OPENED, 
WHICH IS THE BOOK OF LIFE: AND THE 
DEAD WERE JUDGED OUT OF THOSE THINGS 
WHICH WERE WRITTEN IN THE BOOKSj 
ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS. AnD THE 

sea gave up the dead which were in 
it; and death and hell delivered up 
the dead which were in them : and 
they were judged every man according 

TO THEI3 WORKS. AnD DEATH AND HELL 
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were cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death. And who* 
soever was not found written in the 
book of life was cast into the lake 

OF FIRE." 

I HAVE already taken occasion to set forward 
in two points of consideration, that which 
forms the great expectation of the militant 
Church of Christ. I shewed, first, the Scrip- 
tural and eternal promise of a kingdom to be 
given to the Son of God as Kedeemer; and 
which is yet to be established over the scene 
and subjects of Satan's rebellion. Secondly, 
I proceeded to direct your minds to the cir- 
cum stances of the return of Jesus ; and 
thereupon spoke of the identity of the person 
of Jesus ;-i-the manner of His advent, and the . 
time of that advent in reference to his expect- 
ant people; — together with that which ap- 
peared to my own mind the probable order of 
events from the first resurrection — i. e. of 
his redeemed people, to the estabhshment 
of His authority, and the destruction of his 
enemies. There is one other subject which I 
desire to place before you, namely, that which 
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involves the resurrection of condemnation, and 
the final judgment of, and the eternal sentence 
to be pronounced upon, the ungodly. 

It is a subject too awful to be approached 
lightly ; — too solemn in the description given 
in God's Word, to admit of an attempt to em- 
belhsh it by any means of our own. And though 
there is a certain obscurity, — a darkness 
intentionally shrouding up those deep pur- 
poses of the Almighty, yet it is a darkness 
that may be felt. Sufficient is made intelligi* 
ble to impress us with the dread reality of a 
day which is steadily advancing upon all men. 
And if, in what has been said upon the com- 
ing of Christ, we have addressed you as 
believers, and taught you to look with comfort 
to that ^^ blessed hoi^e;" — in treating of this 
subject we apply ourselves to such as may be 
now present, of whom we cannot affirm that 
they " are Christ's." Knowing the terror of 
the Lord, we would persuade men ; we would 
entreat with them, in Christ's stead, — as 
though God did beseech them by us, — ^that 
they be reconciled to God through the blood 
of the Saviour ; lest too late they may prove 
the bitterness of finding their " harvest ^assed> 
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— their summer ended ;" — their space of re- 
pentance run out, and themselves "not saved" 
in that tremendous hour. At the same time 
I trust there be many here who have Tcnovm 
the grace of the Lord as the preparation 
against his jtdgment. Oh, may we, who do 
so know God in Christ, — ^think upon these 
things, as of well-deserved wrath which He 
has caused us to escape. And may the re- 
flection so lead us to value the mercy we have 
received, that it may be the labour of our 
lives, and the prayer of our hearts that we 
may be instrumental to save others also — as 
brands from this burning. 

I. The. first matter for us now to consider, 
is the particular occasion which is here set 
forth, and what is the time of the event: of 
this I wish you to have a well-defined idea. 
The term ' Judgment,' of which men usually 
entertain but one, and that a rather vague 
notion, is really used in Scripture in reference 
to the coming and kingdom of Christ, in 
three distinct significations. First, it is in- 
tended to express the extended rule and 
government of the King of Kighteousness, in 
his glorious dominion over all the world ;— 
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a Judgment which shall be without end. 
Secondly, it applies to the discomfiture and 
utter ruin of all anti-christian policies and 
people, on occasion of the establishment of 
that kingdom, at His expected advent. 
Thirdly, it denotes the solemn inquisition 
which the Son of God will hold, after a cer- 
tain period of his government; — ^when the 
last, or general resurrection of the dead shall 
take place, and the judged ones shall pass 
away into their final and irremediable con- 
dition. And in Uke manner, the one designa- 
tion of time is applied to each of these, — 
"the day of the Lord:" in none, however, to 
be confined to the limits under which we 
receive the literal expression. 

Now it is to the last — i. e. the Day of the 
Lord's final judgment and sentence, that the 
text conducts us. Whatever may be the 
exact period or date of this great consumma- 
tion, we need not suppose of it, as though it 
were of that sudden and unexpected manner 
of approach, as of the thief in the night. No. 
There is nothing to lead us to conclude 
otherwise than that it will be ushered in with 
the solemnity and deUberation of a ^^iis^k 
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assize. We axe not to confound that dreadful 
day with the day of the long-previous appear- 
ance of Messiah, and of his sudden visitation 
of temporal death and judgment on apostate 
Christendom. We may consider the order of 
occurrences somewhat after this manner ; — 

In the first place, — the rising of the " dead 
in Christ,'' and the immediately consequent 
caUing away of all his people from the earth, 
in order that, transformed into a glorious 
body, they may meet their departed Christian 
friends, and above all, their departed Saviour; 
and form the retinue with which the Lord is 
described as coming, namely, " with all his 
saints." These things you will observe, may 
take place at any moment ; — even at once ; — 
even now. 

Then, — the unexpected manifestation of His 
presence in the midst of an unbelieving world, 
when sudden destruction shall come upon 
them, who, having known the name of Christ, 
but yet having lived without Him, are espe- 
cially the enemies of Christ. As the apostle 
says — " For many walk, of whom I have told 
you often, and now tell you even weeping, that 
thej are the enemies of the cross of Christ ; 
wliose end is destruction.*' 
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Then again, — there will be the setting up 
and continuation of Christ's mediatorial and 
supreme dominion; during which his glori- 
fied saints shall keep court around Him above; 
whUe Jerusalem shall be his temple and his 
throne below, — ^whence Uving water shall flow 
out upon the earth ; and restored and con- 
verted Israel be his effectual missionaries to 
bring the entire heathen to his feet. Then 
indeed " the wolf shall he down with the 
lamb," and " the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover 
the sea/' During this season the great ad- 
versary the Devil shall be enchained, and sin 
in bondage, and so will be the duration of the 
millennium, — ^that thousand years of which 
the letter of Scripture speaks so plainly. 

After that time, an event shall take place, 
to be permitted in the all- wise purpose of 
God. Satan shall be let loose, and the old 
influence of evil will return upon the hearts 
of men. For though the world had been in 
perfect obedience to Christ; yet it by no 
means follows that there had been spiritual 
life. Once more shall men rise in rebellion 
against God, when — after a short contest,^ 
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another decisive, but temporal oyeiihrow shall 
put them ail to death, and assert the majesty 
of the Lord. Satan himself shall be arrested 
in his career of deception, not to be again 
fettered and imprisoned as before, but to be 
dehvered into the eternal torment of the lake 
of fire. And then is prepared a great white 
throne ; and He sits npon it, firom whose face 
heaven and earth shall flee away. Tfets, now, 
is the time, and here is the place of our text 
And oh ! what language can add to the terri- 
ble expressiveness of the next sentence — 
^' And I saw the dead, small and great, stsmd 
before God ! " 

II. This world has been well called a vast 
chamel house. Such are the multitudes-— 
the myriads who from the first day till now 
have yielded to the law of corruption, that 
mortal mould covers its surface, and pervades 
our atmosphere, so that we breathe again the 
particles of corruption, — the fine dust of 
former mortality. Imagination fails before so 
great a thought as these being reunited again 
in form and animation. But God can count 
the dust of His creatures. He has only to 
speak again the word, " Let these be;" and they 



AND LAST JUDGMENT. 49 

are^ as they once were, living, sentient, rea- 
soning, and awfully responsible beings : — but 
not as they once had been, invested with a 
permitted ability to give shape and character 
to their wicked desires. Then they had stood 
against God, — now they stand before Him. 
Formerly they had been deceivers and de- 
ceived, — now the covering is torn from the 
face of all people, and they are awake, — 
dreadfully awake to the hopelessness of their 
condition. They had lived in pleasure and 
been wanton. They had toiled and laboured to 
their hearts^ disquietude. They had acquired, 
but carried nothing with them. They had 
thrown hfe away. They had soared to am- 
bition's summit; or dragged out an existence 
of infamy. They had fed their own passions. 
With daring impiety they had blasphemed 
with the infidel and the scorner; or with the 
many had yielded themselves to the fools 
luxury of carelessness and unconcern. But 
now, " small and great," rich and poor, one 
with another, they all stand before God ; not 
to plead, — for there will be no plea ; not to 
supplicate, — for there will be none to pity ; 
not to express repentance, — for it will be ioo 

E 
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late : but to have every past action and thought 
brought forward in evidence to shew how 
truly they had Kved without God, — unsancti- 
fied and unholy. Forcibly does the apostle, 
in addressing the Hebrews, tell us what may 
well be the condition of the ungodly, — namely, 
" a certain fearful looking for of judgment 
and fiery indignation, which shall devour God's 
adversaries." 

From this judgment there can be no appeal. 
The dead cannot escape. Vain are the ex- 
pectations of deluded men, who seek in the 
grave a repose for a graceless, peaceless, 
soul. Death was powerful, and the grave 
victorious; — but their power shall then be 
taken away. The imagery of the text repre- 
sents these mighty ones personified, while a 
Greater than they demands the surrender of 
their captives. " And the sea gives up the dead 
which were in it." " And Death and Hades," 
i. e. the lost spirits' grave, " dehver up the 
dead which were in them." 

But we must distinguish the living firom the 
dead. This judgment will be for " the dead, 
then called to life — the " rest of the dead, 
mf^ntioned in the 5th verse, who hpA vnf h^ej} 
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partakers of the glorious " first resurrection." 
It is quite true, that as Paul repeatedly de- 
clares, " we must all appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ." But his judgment had 
already passed upon his believing people. 
He had called them to his throne, to sit with 
Him in glory. What new judgment could 
they undergo ? Who could " lay anything to 
their charge," since God himself had justified 
them ; — yea, had glorified them ? Their joint 
inheritance with Christ for more than one 
thousand years had pronounced them in God^s 
judgment to be " blessed and holy :" but, for 
the merit of this blessed condition, they are 
ever " casting their crowns before the throne," 
and confessing, "Thou, Lord" — thou only 
'^ art worthy." 

III. But we pass to another feature of this 
dreadful day, — to the judgment itself. "The 
Judgment," said the Prophet Daniel in 
vision, " — ^was set, and the books were 
opened." "And the dead were judged out 
of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works." Let me 
impress this upon you, Brethren, that the 
judgment here described is not upon the 
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actions of their past lives, or for the several 
examination of their works, as though sen- 
tence were to be passed on the works them- 
selves. These are produced as evidence to 
prove the absence of the love and fear of 
God; — dead works to prove them to have 
been dead in sin. It is even as the Lord 
expressed it. — " Inasmuch as ye did it not to 
one of the least of these, ye did it not unto 
me.'^ It is not that a greater or lesser 
amount of evil may afford a higher probability 
of acquittal, or the reverse ; nay, Brethren ; 
all sin is abomination before God; and the 
least sin, unatoned, will leave the soul guilty 
in his sight. But all evil works, whether in 
thought or deed, whether in the commission 
or the neglect, will appear in that day, and 
testify to the absence of Christian principles. 
' ' Some men's sins are open " — ^to the world as 
well as to God, as though without conceal- 
ment, "beforehand" — ^in their front as it were, 
— "going before them to the judgment." With 
other men their evil deeds are secret : their 
character seems fair, and their profession is 
admitted by mankind, who cannot discern their 
hearts. In this case their sins are represented 
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by the apostle as being concealed behind their 
backs, they " follow after them " to judgment. 
But " the day shall declare them." In vain 
will be the protestation — "When saw we 
thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or 
in prison, and did not minister unto thee ?'' 
The Eternal and Omniscient One will have 
but to turn to the record to shew that their 
works were not wrought in God. Thus the 
judgment which makes them transgressors 
will be according to righteousness; and in 
pronouncing upon them the sentence of their 
condemnation, " the Judge of all the earth 
will do right." 

IV. The text, moreover, contains that dread- 
ful sentence. Death and Hades, i. e. all those 
dead, whom death and the grave had on this 
last summons yielded at God's command, 
" were cast into the lake of fire," — the same 
place of woe into which the Devil himself 
had been cast, — that they might be together 
with their master and lord, and with him *' be 
tormented day and night for ever and ever." 
" This," adds the Scripture, " is the second 
death : '* — not the changing of the body into 
corruption; but the consigning of the body 



54 THE GENERAL RESURRECTION, 

into unchanging wretchedness. We may not 
dwell on a subject of which Revelation speaks 
but little, but that Uttle how grievous to the 
mind to conceive. Enough perhaps to say that 
their doomed condition will be the very reverse 
of that which is described as the privileged 
portion of the Lord's redeemed. There shall 
be no light there. Theirs will be a night 
followed by no morning. The tear of remorse 
shall never be wiped from their eyes; and their 
pain, and their sorrow, and their cry of 
despair shall never pass away. 

Now, Brethren, shall we put these things 
from us ? Shall we resolve them into fables ? 
Shall we sit down with the unbeheving scomer, 
and argue ourselves into contempt of these 
revealed reaUties ? Nay, we tell the careless 
sinner, — we tell the unbehever, — these are 
truths : — yea, " things which must shortly he 
done" We bid the sceptic reason himself 
into the denial of the first death ; and then^ 
when he shall have proved his theory by 
outhving the prescribed term of man's natural 
life, we may admit his allegations against the 
doctrine of the second death. TiU then we 
may beheve God ; and have a wholesome and 
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reverential fear of His most righteous judg- 
ment. 

And may we not improve this subject, and 
apply it to the souls warning in the case 
of every individual who hears these words? 
There is one point in the text which may 
facilitate our doing so. Mention is made of 
" another book " being opened, — the Book of 
Life ; and of all being condemned whosoever 
was not found written therein. Now what 
may we conclude of that book? Of a cer- 
tainty, it was the Lamb s book of Hfe — ^the 
book of His covenant, wherein was written 
from the foundation of the world, the names 
of His elect and chosen people. But it was 
more than that. The eternal purpose of 
God had devised means to the end, as well 
as the end itself. His people were to be 
elect, through sanctification of the Spirit, 
unto obedience, and sprinkling of the blood 
of Jesus Christ. The book of life contained 
the way of life. It was *' the volume of the 
book" in which it was written on the part of 
Christ, " Lo, I come to do thy will, God." 
I come to lay down my life as the ransom 
for many. Like the former books which were 
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opened against the ungodly, — this also was 
a book of evidence. It recorded the passage 
of each from spiritual death to hfe. It noted 
the progress of their faith in their crucified 
Lord ; their patience of hope, their comfort 
of love. Their sorrows, their tears, were 
registered in that book, in order that they 
might have consolation. In that book were 
all their members written, to the end that no 
harm should happen to them. And when they 
talked one with another about the sweet truths 
of God, and the fear of His name, they were 
written in that booh of remembrance before the 
Lord, — that they should be remembered as Hisj 
in the day when He should make up His jewels. 
In a word, we may regard the Book of Life 
as bearing record before the Lord, to the 
same effect as the Holy Spirit seals within 
the believers own heart, not merely the 
absolute purpose of his salvation, — but that 
testimony which evidences him as making his 
calUng and election sure. Thus is the be- 
liever judged of according to his works, 
written in the book of the living. 

Men and brethren, are your names there ? 
We speak not of the decree, but of the 
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evidence. Have you the consciousness that, 
as sinners, you have fled to Jesus ? Are you 
hy faith in His sacrifice united into His hfe ? 
Have you turned from dead works to serve 
the Hving God ? Abiding in Christ, is your 
fruit unto God? Have you the internal 
witness of the Spirit — the sanctifying evi- 
dence that you are born of God unto eternal 
life? Then are your names in the book of 
the Lamb's covenant. None that are so 
written there shall perish in the day of the 
Lord's great Judgment. On them the second 
death hath no power. But when that solemn 
scene shall close, and the sentence of the 
lost be consummated in their eternal removal 
from before His face; they "shall serve him;" 
and "reign for ever." "They shall see 
HIS face, and his name shall be in their 

FOREHEADS." 



THE END. 
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Old Testament, relating to the period when the Psalm was composed, and any 
quotations from it which occur in the New Testament, with suggestions to promote 
personal application." — Christian Ladies* Magazine. 

A Missionary Poem. 

By the Rev. GEORGE SANDFORD, M.A., Incumhent of Eldon 
District, Sheffield. In small 8vo., cloth, price 3«. 6<f. 

*' It is saying not a little when we affirm that this volume is real poetry, written 
in a christian and glowing spirit, upon a subject of imperishable interest." — Evan- 
gelical Magazine. 

" Much which, in an h storical point of view, is valuable.... Facility of expression; 
and harmony of versification.. ..Every page indicates, more or less, the taste and 
skill of a scholar; and is interspersed by a warm and gentle tone of scriptural piety. 
...The pleasing outpouring of an amiable and pious mind." — Sheffield Mercury. 

Basket of Fragments and Crumbs, containing, 

it is hoped, few or no Crudities or Acid Substances, but much 
Substantial Nutriment for the ChiJdren of God. Compiled by 
Major M. T. ROWLANDSON. 32mo. Price Is. 

A Token of Love for Little Children. 

By the Widow of a Madras Officer. Author of "Memorial of 
Christian Affection." Dedicated, by permission^ to the Bishop 
of Cashel. Ornamental cloth, small 8vo., price 4s. 

** This is as attractive a gift, for children between the ages of three and nine, as 
we ever saw." — Presbyterian Bevieto. 

Romanism Judged to be False, by the Internal 

evidence of its own corruptions. By the Rev. HARVEY MAR- 
RIOTT, Author of «« A Practical View of the Liturgy,*' &c. 12mo. 
cloth, price 2s, 6d. • 
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My Poetic Sketch Book ; or^ Lays of Past Hours. 

By HELEN WOODWARD. Small 8vo., cloth, price Is. 6rf. 

^^ Things to Come," Practically inquired into. 

16mo. 

Past Fulfilment of Prophecy ; a Gruide to Future. 

By the Author of ** Korah ; or, Christian Comfort in the uses of 
Affliction." Cloth , small 870. 

The three following hooks are hy a Lady, who when in the flesh counted 
it an " additional mercy to the many mingled in her own cup of 
sorrow/' that her books passing through many editions, " afforded 
comfort to others :** — 

SIXTH EDITION. 

Prayers for Private Use and Short Meditations. 

32mo., cloth, price Is. 

" The prayers and meditations contained in this little book have no pretensions to 
novelty or literary merit, but it is hoped the Sentiments are Scriptural, and if only 
one soul should find the least profit or comfort from them, the writer, could she 
know it, would feel truly thankful to her heavenly Father; they have been arranged, 
and some of the Meditations written, during a protracted season of very heavy 
domestic affliction, in which the writer has experimentally felt that the g^ace and 
strength of the Lord are all-sufficient, and that the peiiod of son*ow, however 
painful to the flesh, is a time for spiritual benefit. She can with truth say, 'it 
18 good for her that she has been afflicted.' " — Preface. 

FIFTH EDITION. 

A TrifleOffered to the Afflicted. 32mo., cioth, price \s. 6^. 

•' The extracts [in this book] are replete with that spirit of love so indispensably 
necessary in attempting to pour out the balm of comfort into the breaking heart." 
— Preface. 

THIRD EDITION, 

Hints for Daily Meditation and Examination, 

for every Day in the Month, with Short Prayers* 32mo., cloth, 
price I*. 6rf. 

Meditations (each with Questions for self-examination, a Prayer and Hymn.) 
First Day, On the Love of God.— Second, On the Love of Christ.— Third, On the 
influences of the Holy Spirit.— Fourth, On Christian Charity for our fellow-crea- 
tures.— Fifth, On Spiritual mindedness.— Sixth, On Faith.— Seventh, On Disinter- 
estedness.— Eighth, On Hope.— Ninth, On Peace.— Tenth, on Resignation.— Eleventh, 
On Watchfulness.- Twelfth, On The Daily Perusal of the Scriptures.— Thirteenth, 
Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth.— Fourteenth, On Judging 
others.— Fifteenth, On the Sabbath — Sixteenth, On Self denial.— Seventeenth. On 
the Ministration of Angels.— Eighteenth, On the Minor courtesies of Life.— Nine- 
teenth, On Relative Duties.— Twentieth, On the Joys of Heaven.— Twenty-First, 
Zeal in the Service of Christ.- Twenty-second, Recognition of Friends in a future 
state.— Twenty-third, On the Pleasures of Religion.— Twenty-fourth, OnConversation. 
—Twenty-fifth, On the Character of Mary.— Twenty-sixth, On Prayer.— Twcnty-sev- 
ent^ On Humility. — Twenty-eighth, On Recreatious.— Twenty-ninth, On Sincerity 

' ^■'^^rjlicity.— Thirtieth, On the Improvement of lime.— Thirty-first, On Patience. 
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THIKD EDITION. 

The First Resurrection and Rapture of the Saints. 

" Brief but excellent. The latter part contains some pages that may be useful in 
the way of answering common errors and common objections." — Quorterly JoumtU 
of Prophecy , 

32mo., price 2d,f or la, lOd, per dozen. 

Justification hy Faith Only* A Sermon on RO' 

mans iii. 28. By the REV. CHARLES HENRY DAVIS, M.A., 
of Wadham College, Oxford ; Curate of Chavenage-in-Horsley, 
Gloucestershire. Re-printed (by permission of the Editors) with 
Additions and Notes from No. 638 of tlie Church of England Mag. 
azine. N.B. — ^Any profits received by the Author from the Sale 
of this Sermon will be given for the benefit of " The Church Pas- 
toral Aid Society." Price Is. 

BY THE SAME AUTHOR, 

The Office of Private Baptism^ arranged with the 

Collects at full length for convenience in use ; together with 
Notes, Critical, Explanatory, &c. Selected and Arranged from 
the most Eminent Ritualists. Price Fourpence. 

The Philosophy of the Water Cure : A Develop* 

ment of the True Principles of Health and Longevity. By JOHN 
BALBIRNIE, M.D. Author of " The Pathology of the Uterus 
and its Appendages," &c. Small 8vo. price 5s. 

"The most comprehensive, the most eloquent, and the most scientific work 
yet published on the Water Cure."— i>r. Wilson Malvern. 

Memory's Review ; or Principle in Practice. 

By MARY DRING, Author of "Infantine Poems," "Child's 
Poetical Naturalist," &c. Small 8vo., cloth, price 2*. 6rf. 

'* Written in a tone of sober and judicious piety, well calculated to be useful in 
the formation of youthful character." — Christian Observer, 

Naboth the Jezreelite : and Other Poems. 

By MISS FLINDERS, author of " Felix de Lisle," <« Confessions 
of an Apostate," &c. Small 8vo. elegant cloth, price 2s. 6d. 

•* * Naboth ' is the work of a lady who has something of the inspiration of song, as 
well as of the mere idea of oompositiou."— C%urcA and Siate Gazette, 
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SEVENTH THOUSAND. 

Sermons for Children ; to which are added, short 

Hymns, suited to the subjects. By a Lady. 3^mo., price 4d. 

jt/eto copies remain of this valued hooky published several years past, but not lately 
ntroduced to notice. 

THIRD EDITION. 

Theological Gleanings. 

From Eminent Authors. 18mo., cloth, price 28. 

** Divine information and instruction, calculated to stimulate, animate, invigorate, 
and improve the mind ; and which, by their brevity may be easily remembered, and 
by their significancy furnish materials for the mind to unfold and apply." 

" The design has been to furnish a connected view of the principal doctrines 
and duties of Christians." — Preface. 

The Solemn Contrast ; or. Specimens of the 

Deaths of the Righteous and the Wicked, Lessons for the Living. 
By WILLIAM B LATCH, Author of " Two Lectures on the His- 
torical Confirmation of the Scriptures," &c. Small 8vo., cloth, 
price \8. 6d, 

Rome — The Mystic Babylon of Prophecy. A 

Sermon preached in St. Matthew's Church, Widcombe, Bath, on 
Sunday Evening, November 6th, 1848. By the Rev. JAMES 
MARRYAT, B.A. Author of " The BeUever's Manual." Price 6d. 

Memoirs of Female Labourers in the Missionary 

Cause. By the authoress of **A New Year's Token to the Aged." With 
an Introduction, by the Rev. Richard Knill, late Missionary at 
St Petersburgh. Fifty copies have been given, and a Tenth of the 
Profits will be devoted to the Missionary Cause. 32mo. Cloth, Is. 

" O Woman ! never didst thou occupy a position of such moral grandeur as in the 

history of the present age." — Knill. 

BY THE SAME AUTHORESS. 

Daily Gleanings from the Holy Scriptures^ for the 

Noontide Refreshment of Christians. Size of " Daily Food for 
Christians." Cloth, 8d; Roan, gilt edges. Is ; Tuck, gilt edges, ls.6d. 

The Worth of the Bible stated and illustrated 

in the experience of the learned and devout. 32mQ., price \d. 
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SECOND EDITION. 

Eight Lectures on the Scriptural Truths most 

opposed by Puseyism. By JOHN ELIOT HOWARD. Price 
U, 

1. Justification by Faith. — 2. Contrastof Judaism and Christianity. 
— 3. Christian and Jewish Worship. — 4. Priesthood. — 5. Baptism 
and Regeneration. — 6. Unity of the Church. — 1, Failure of th« 
Church and its Results. — 8. Hopes of the Church. 

'* So much that is sensible, interesting, and original."— C%urcAman'« Month. Rev, 
" It is remarkably clear, vigorous, and sound." — Presbyterian Review. 

Eooample and Encouragement for Sabbath School 

Teachers : in a Memorial of a Departed Sister. By the REV. 
THOMAS PAGE, M.A., Perpetual Curate of Christ Church, 
Virginia Water, Egham. Cloth, price Is. 

" This unpretending little volume really answers to its title. It affords both 
' example and encouragement ' to that interesting class of labourers in our blessed 
Master's vineyard, for whose benefit it is written. It has been read by us with 
deep interest, showing us, as it does most vividly, how much may be dune under 
many physical disadvantages, when the heart is really given to God and his ser- 
vice. We feel persuaded that no pious Sabbath School Teacher can study the 
different points of character manifest in this departed saint, without decided 
benefit." — Englishwoman's Magazine. 

Selections from the Sermons of Archbishop Leigh- 
ton, Arranged for every Day in the Month ; with Short Notices of 
his Life. 12mo. cloth. Price 2s. 

Reasons for Rejecting the Doctrines of Millen" 

arianism : with a glance at the approaching Crisis, the subsequent 
Prosperity, and Final Triumph of the Church of God. Small 
8vo., cloth, price 2*. 6d, 

Gospel Inquiries. Five Sermons on as many 

Solemn Questions of the Gospel Narrative, together with a Sermon 
on the Example of God. By the Rev. GEORGE COTTER 
KINGSTON, B.A., District Curate of Ballycotton. Author of 
*<A Prize Essay on Transubstantiation : its Falsity and Fatal 
Characteristics.'' Cloth, small Svo., price 3«. ^d, 

" His sentiments ai*e evangelical, his language simple, his appeals pungent, hit 
manner earnest ; and he has our brotherly prayers that in this and all his enorts for 
the salvation of men, he may be sustained and rewarded by the success of his 
work."— -£ra»^cKcai Christenaom. 
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First Tales for Children^ from the German of 

Christopher Schmid. By Miss F. JOHNSTON, Author of 
"Agnes," ** Farahles from the German," &c., 12mo. Cloth, price Is. 



THE FOLLOWING BY THE EEV. M. BBOCE, M.A. BATH. 



The Church and the Sacraments. Price 3s. 

The above may be bad in separate tracts, as follows : 

Brief Thoughts on the Church and Church Principles. Price 4d. or 
28s. per 100. 3rd Thousand. 

Unity and Uniformity : extracted from the above. Price 9d. per dozen, 
or 5s. per hundred. 6th Thousand. 

Subjects of Baptism; or Infant Baptism. Price l^d. 10s. 6d. per hun- 
dred. 6 th Thousand. 

The Sacrament of the Lord*s Supper. Price 3d. 21s. per hundred. 
6th Thousand. 

Baptism and Regeneration, or a brief enquiry into the language of " the 
ministration of Public Baptism of Infants." Price 6d. 

The Christian Sabbath. Price l^d. 



Doctrines for the Church. Cloth, price Is. 6d. 

The above may be had in separate tracts, as follows :' 

Justification by Faith Only. Price l^d. 10s. 6d. per hundred. I2th 

Thousand. 
Sanctification of the Spirit Price l^d. 10s. 6d. per hundred. 8th 

Thousand. 
Glorification. Price 3d. 21s. per hundred. 7th Thousand. 
The Lord's Coming, a great Practical Doctrine. Price 3d. 21s. per 

hundred. 6th Thousand. 

This Tract is a Practical sequel to Glorification* 



TO THE CLEEGY, AUTHOES, &c. 



PRINTING. 



BINNS AND GOODWIN, 

RESPECTFULLif invitc the attention of the Clergy, and Authors, 
to their Establishment for Printing and Publishing. In the 
execution of works confided to their care, they feel assured they 
can offer real advantages, both in the mechanical department, and 
in competent literary assistance. It will also be their study to 
make such efforts as will promote a ready and an extensive sale. 

6. & G. have much satisfaction in referring to the numerous 
works issued from their establishment during a period of nearly 
eighty years; and more especially to their recent publications, 
some of which, of a perfectly unique character, they can confidently 
eompare with the productions of any Press in the kingdom: while 
by the continual addition to their carefully-selected materiel of 
modern improvements and facilities, they are prepared to under- 
take any description of Book- Printing, in the most correct and 
elegant style. 

Having also directed their attention very considerably to the 
higher order of pictorial embellishments, and employing Artists of 
first-rate ability, B. & G. will be happy to undertake the prepara- 
tion and publication of Illustrated Works in the first style of 
the art 



Estimates for Printing in Englishf Latin, Greek, Hebrew, or other 
Languages, forwarded on application. 



MUTUAL AND EQUITABLE PUBLISHIN6. 



TO AUTHORS. 



BINNS & GOODWIN beg to acquaint the Literary Public that 
they undertake the Printing and Publishing New Works, on 
condition of 250 copies being taken, without any risk to the 
Author either in Advertising or remaining unsold copies — and 
divide the profits of the whole Edition with the Author. 

The object aimed at in this system of Publishing is to enable 
Authors to introduce their works before the Public without incur- 
ring a large and uncertain outlay — ensuring at the same time, 
through a ready sale, which may be expected for works of real 
merit and interest, a due reward for th^ir labours. 

To enable the Author to realize an immediate benefit, 20 per 
cent, less than the publishing price of the book will be charged 
on the 250 copies: e. g. — for a book the price of which is IO5. 
only 8«. will be charged to the Author, and so on in propor- 
tion* — and the profit on his own purchase of 250 copies, and 
upwards, will be included in the ultimate division. 

It is also respectfully submitted, that Authors who prefer 
Publishing by Subscription will find this mode present peculiar 
advantages, as it at once determines the amount of profit 

The facilities of communication, and convenience for transmit- 
ting proofs, being now so great as to render distance of little 
importance, B. & G. respectfully offer their services to Authors 
resident in any part of the kingdom, 

TO PRINT BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, AND PERIODICALS, 
HYMN-BOOKS FOR CHURCHES AND CHAPELS, 

WITH ACCURACY, ELEGANCE, AND PROMPTITUDE. 



• 30 per Cent, less will be charged for all purchases above 250 Copies. 

FUBLISHINO OFFICK, BaTII. 

Established about the year 1767 
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